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WELCOME TO

Hillsville

As Mayor of Hillsville and on behalf of the
VFW Post 1115, to the citizens who welcome
Hillsville Town Council, town employees
our guests, to the vendors who provide unique
and citizens of the Town of Hillsville, we
shopping opportunities, I would like to personwould like to once again welcome everyone
ally thank each and every one who play a role in
to the 50th annual Gun Show & Flea Marour special show.
ket. We sincerely hope that your time with
Words can’t begin to express the amount
us in Hillsville is enjoyable and we want to
of gratitude we have for all our town citizens
extend you the best of luck in finding many
who provide spaces for vendors and parking for
bargains.
shoppers visiting our area. We also are greatly
This year marks a special milestone as
indebted to the VFW and the other citizens
we celebrate 50 years of such a magnificent
who open their land and put so much effort
event for our town. Over the years, the gun
into making the Gun Show & Flea Market such
show and flea market has blossomed from
a great event. While you are visiting Hillsville,
one that started as a very small show to one
we hope you will take time to check out the
of the biggest east of the Mississippi. There
very fine restaurants that have been added to
Hillsville Mayor
are so many people to thank for making our
our downtown area on North Main Street.
Greg Crowder
show grow into what it has become over the
We would also want to express our appreciayears. From the many wonderful folks at the Grover King tion to the Hillsville Police Department, the Carroll Coun-

ty Sheriff’s Department and the Virginia State Police for
the support they provide year round, but especially during this event. These departments always do a great job
with traffic control and ensuring the safety of everyone.
Likewise, we would like to give a special thank you to all
the volunteer rescue squads and fire departments that go
beyond the call of duty in keeping everyone safe during
this busy extended weekend.
We hope the weather is beautiful and we can all enjoy
another Labor Day Weekend in Hillsville. On behalf of
Hillsville Town Council, we welcome you to our town and
wish you a great weekend of shopping. We hope you will
come back often and soon.
Sincerely,
Greg Crowder
Mayor of the Town of Hillsville
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Big crowd expected for milestone Flea Market
VFW Gun Show & Flea Market celebrates
50th anniversary in 2017
By Allen Worrell

aworrell@thecarrollnews.com

Vaughan-guynn-Mcgrady
chap el& creM ation SerViceS

www.vaughanguynnandmcgrady.com

1035 N. Main St. Hillsville, Va
276-728-2041

00899375

This year marks a significant milestone for Hillsville and Carroll County as the
Annual VFW Gun Show & Flea Market celebrates its 50th year of drawing hundreds
of thousands of people to the area.
Howard Minton, Commander of the Grover King VFW Post 1115, anticipates
this being the biggest gun show and flea market in a long time and said 400,000 to
500,000 visitors to Hillsville are very likely. He said the Hillsville gun show is the
largest east of the Mississippi held in one location.
“We are expecting the biggest crowd we have had in several years. We have over
700 vendors this time in the VFW lot alone and we have got almost all of our spaces
rented out. Our new flea market manager, Sandra Terry , is just doing an outstanding
job,” Minton said. “Everything is looking good. We have got everything going in the
right direction. We’ve got a ton of support from past commanders and everybody is
getting involved. We think it’s going to be an awesome show this year.”
Gary Adams, Quartermaster at Grover King VFW Post 1115 in Hillsville, said there
are several reasons to think this year’s show is going to be special. Besides the obvious reason of the 50th anniversary, other factors are pointing to a great turnout.
“We were a little bit down in vendors last year and as far as coming back we could
tell we were off just a little, but the more Sandra talks to people, the bigger it gets. She
is really starting to draw some business. Part of it was recovery from the rain storm we
had last year, but this year we are not expecting a drop of rain. We firmly believe it is
going to be one of the biggest ones we have had in a long time. I think a lot of that has
to do with the 50th anniversary, but it also has to do a lot with our community activities. Many of the local churches are getting involved and I think that helps, too. People
are going to support it and I think the weather is going to hold out.”
Adams notes those planning the flea market have diversified this year. For instance,
VFW gates will be run by local churches this year with New Beginnings in Cana and
Galax First Assembly handling the gates and parking. Kitchen #2 will be opened
again this year and will be manned by members of the Carroll County Cavaliers
Touchdown Club and the Carroll County High School cheerleaders.
“And that way it sows back into the community. The group that is working on it
now is outstanding. Several of the past commanders have been involved,” Minton
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This year marks a significant milestone for Hillsville and Carroll County as the Annual VFW Gun
Show & Flea Market celebrates its 50th year of drawing hundreds of thousands of people to the area.

said. “Oscar Hall is preparing the maintenance and Jack Easter and Bill Davis have
been involved with the committees and planning. Donald Trausneck is there most
mornings working on publications and Marty Rivera has had a lot to do with it as
well. We couldn’t do it without them.”
Items of interest this year include special edition collector’s knives for the 50th
anniversary of the show. Adams said the VFW is also completely changing its souvenir button this year to mark the special milestone. He also wanted to thank the many
folks who make the flea market and gun show what they are after all these years.
“Sowing back into the community is the biggest thing. The community is what has
made it last. With all these people coming in from out of town, the community has to
make it work,” Adams said. “And some of the folks that started this thing, Mr. (Glenn)
Jackson is the ringleader, and the town owes him a big thank you for starting this.”
And finally, Minton said the Annual VFW Gun Show and Flea Market has served as
sort of a lifeline for the entire Carroll County community for a long time.
“It’s a staple. There is a ton of tourist dollars coming into Hillsville and that is the
best economic thing going. The restaurants and fuel stations prosper,” he said. “We
don’t have to provide the hard utility services to sustain it either, so it is the best economic development that you could have.”
Allen Worrell can be reached at (276) 779-4062 or on Twitter@AWorrellTCN

LABOR DAY SALE

610 N. MAIN. ST., HILLSVILLE, VA

276-728-7941

Store Hours: Mon-Sat 8:30 - 5:00

We Accept Credit Cards
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Exclusive patented handbags available at Flea Market
By Wendy Holdren

Article reprinted with permission of
The Register-Herald

It was a busy morning as usual as
former Raleigh County teacher Cheryl
Potts found herself scrambling to
get dressed and rush to work in late
August 2014.
But as she walked out the door of
her house, she noticed something was
amiss.
Her handbag clashed with her outfit.
“I was too busy to change the
contents of my purse and put it in
another that matched,” Potts said. “I
said to myself, ‘There has to be a better way.’”
Her frustration, one experienced by
countless others during their hectic
morning routines, sparked a revolutionary fashion idea — Turtle Bags.
Potts brainstormed some ideas and
drew some sketches. She knew she
wanted a classic style purse, but one
that could be easily accessorized to
match every outfit, every occasion,
every season.
She landed on a timeless tote in six
colors — khaki, black, bronze, white,
cobalt blue and gold — made of leather-like material with windows on both
sides for removable “shells.”
The shells come in dozens of different prints — from solids and bold patterns to fun animal prints and special
cause editions, such as breast cancer

Photo by Brad Davis/Used with permission of The Register-Herald

Cheryl Potts holds up the patent she received for Turtle Bags. The bags are made of leather-like material with windows on both sides for removable
“shells.” She will have them available for purchase in Hillsville during this year’s Labor Day Gun Show and Flea Market in Hundley Field.

awareness. Each bag is also adorned
with a tiny turtle hanging from the

shoulder strap.
The purses are lined with a light-
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colored fabric, which Potts said will
allow people to find items easier. The
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purses also feature a large pocket and
to two purse factories in New York to
a zippered pocket in the interior.
share her plans of mass production,
Potts called a longtime friend,
so Turtle Bags could be affordable for
Rhonda Baker, of Fayetteville, to make everyone. Unfortunately, her desire to
a prototype of the purse. After some
have the purses produced in the U.S.
tweaks, they perfected the design.
didn’t pan out.
“While she was making it, I was
Instead, she found a middle man
researching to make sure there was
in Colorado who connected her with
nothing else like it, and I couldn’t find a factory in China. Each day she
anything.”
received a purse sample from China
Potts decided she should secure a
was like Christmas, she said. Flaws
patent for her product, and sent in the were corrected, fabrics were finalized
application in October 2014. After 18
and her entrepreneurial endeavor soon
long months, she received
became a reality.
her patent in May 2016
Although her purses are
“If you’re a manufactured in China,
from the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office.
teacher, you have many of the shells are
She showed off her new
produced in the U.S.,
to be creative. some of them by local
product to friends, family and co-workers, all of
I liked making seamstress Dora Redden
whom gave her positive
of Cabell Heights.
learning fun, and “She’s a perfectionfeedback.
“Decades ago, I had
finding creative ist when it comes to
watched an Oprah segsewing,” Potts shared.
ways to get a “Everything she does is
ment about inventors,”
Potts reflected. “She
concept across.” flawless.”
said people come up
Redden has created
with three good ideas in
hundreds
of shells, made
-Cheryl Potts
their lifetimes, but they
from
duck
cloth, a heavy,
Former teacher
often never pursue them
durable canvas-like fabric.
because they don’t have
Exclusive shell designs
the time or money.”
are made from a variety of fabrics,
This segment played over and over
including tweed and linen.
in Potts’ mind. She knew she would
On each shell, Potts proudly affixes
have the time to focus on her endeavthe label “Made in the U.S.”
or, as her retirement from BeckleyShe has since created a second purse
Stratton was approaching. And she
style — the crossbody bag, available
had the money from an inheritance
in silver and gold. Crossbody styles
from her late mother, Martha Smith.
have only one window, requiring only
“The stars were aligned.”
one shell, but all shells are a universal
Feeling inspired, Potts reached out
size and will fit both styles.

00899979

(276) 728-7483

•••
Potts’ products will be available for
purchase at a show VFW Flea Market
and Labor Day Gun Show in Hillsville
from Friday, Sept. 1-Monday, Sept. 4.
She will be set up in the Hundley Lot
near the VFW.
Her website, turtlebagsinc.com, is
online, however, she will be offering
lower, special prices for the flea market. Among the items she will have
available include her totes, crossbody
bags, single shells and double shell
packs, and exclusive print shells.
For every purse sold, $1 will be
donated to the National Save the Sea
Turtle Foundation, an organization
providing educational programming,
public awareness of Florida’s marine
ecosystems, and support of sea turtle
research in the U.S. and abroad.

SHOP OUR LOW PRICES!
• Paints • Stains • Painting Supplies • Windows • Patio Doors

• Pressure Treated Lumber • Vinyl Siding • Roofing Materials
• Electrical Supplies • Plumbing Supplies
• Hardware and Electrical Tools • Plywood and Paneling
• Flooring • Skylights and Stair Systems • Garage Doors
• Sales and Installation of cabinets, counter tops and insulation

Now Carrying
Split Rail
Fencing

BLEVINS
BUILDING SUPPLIES

Full Service at Reasonable Prices
521 Main St., PO Box 426
HillSville, viRGiNiA 24343
10 - 4 MON. - SAt.

Potts touts the easy-to-clean and
durable nature of her products. She
said she’s been carrying one of the
sample purses for two years and it
looks brand new.
“Turtle Bags make accessorizing
easy. They’re fun and creative with
endless possibilities,” she noted.
“They’re a great purse to take on vacation — one purse and a few shells and
you’re good to go!”
She said the seamless transition of
shells allows the bags to transform
from fun to formal in a matter of seconds.
“I’ve always considered myself a
little creative,” Potts said. “If you’re
a teacher, you have to be creative. I
liked making learning fun, and finding
creative ways to get a concept across.”
Now that she’s retired, she and her
husband, Tom, are planning a move to
Viera, Fla., where she looks forward to
the next chapter of her life as a small
business owner.

“Quality Building
Supplies at Lower
Prices”
“Where Builders
and Homeowners
Buy Their
Materials!”

Galax, VA • 236-8171 • Toll Free: 1-888-999-4165
00900557
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VFW Post serves as heart of Labor Day weekend festivities
It may seem like quite an awesome setting – the Hillsville VFW Post – for newcomers visiting during the
50th annual Labor Day Gun Show & Flea Market, but if
you are here for the first time or for the 50th time, have
no fear.
The VFW has many members on hand, ready to
assist in making your visit an enjoyable experience.
During the entire run of the Gun Show & Flea Market, an information booth and communication center
will be set up in the lobby of the VFW building, which
is for emergencies only.
It will be manned nearly the entire time, from
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday, Saturday and Sunday and
Monday, Labor Day. When the booth is not occupied, a VFW officer or member will be nearby to
assist anyone in need, the number to get ahold of
them is (276) 728-2911. The actual office for the
flea market is behind kitchen #1. The phone number
is (276) 728-5237.
On hand during most of these hours will be Post
Commander Howad Minton, a U.S. Army Veteran, or
Senior Vice Commander Perry Barnes, a U.S. Air Force
veteran, and Gun Show Manager Earl Baskett, as well
as Flea Market Manager Sandra Terry.
“We want everyone’s experience at our biggest annual event to be one they will enjoy while they are here
and one they will remember fondly for years to come,”
said Donald Trausneck, Judge Advocate. “We are trying to anticipate everyone’s needs and stand ready to
meet them.”
Among the services that will be provided at the information booth are an emergency contact and announcement station as well as “lost and found.”
“Through our communication station, we can reach
most of the VFW complex within a matter of minutes,”
according to the Flea Market Manager. “With tens of
thousands of people on the grounds all weekend long,
this is extremely important.
“We emphasize, though, that this is for emergency
use only. No commercial or political announcements
will be made, and no paging whatsoever unless a true
emergency is involved. We ask that you make arrangements with your party in advance where and when you
will meet to go home.”
Available for sale by the VFW at the information
booth will be souvenir badges as well as information
on future Flea Markets and events. Donations for the
Buddy Poppies and our Veterans Food Bank will also be
accepted.
In addition to the information booth and communication center, the VFW will have other facilities available
with the convenience and comfort of its visitors fore-

most in mind.
“We will have local rescue squads stationed nearby,”
the Flea Market Manager said. “We certainly hope
they will never have to be used, but with so many
people around, I am sure they will be busy. If you need
emergency medical assistance, you should always find
at least one rescue squad vehicle parked nearby. If you
need assistance and cannot locate a vehicle right away,
you are urged to visit the VFW communication booth
inside the building and we will get help for you, or you
can call the (276) 728-2911.”
Officers from the Hillsville Police Department, Carroll County Sheriff’s Department and Virginia State

Police as well as ATF agents (to do background checks
for gun sales) will be on hand inside the VFW complex,
or very near, 24 hours a day. Security is also on duty
day and night.
“We really do appreciate the help we get from local
law enforcement officers year-round, and they are
particularly important to us this weekend,” the Flea
Market Manager said. “Also, the Hillsville Fire Department has been called upon in the past, and they will be
nearby. I know we will be well covered if any emergency
comes up.”
“If you want it or need it, we’ve got it!” the VFW
promises.

2017 FLEA MARKET & GUN SHOW
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How to set up as a vendor

00901037

For anyone interested in setting up as a vendor at the VFW Post 1115 Flea Market
– during either Labor Day weekend or Memorial Day weekend – the procedure is
very simple.
The flea market is coordinated for the VFW by a full-time flea market manager, and
a separate flea market office telephone number has been established. All flea market
business can be conducted by calling (276) 728-5237 or e-mail fleamarket@groverkingvfw.com. If the staff is unable to answer your call right away, you can leave a
message on the answering machine. But please be patient; this time of year there are
usually up to 20 or 30 calls at a time waiting to be answered.
Flea market vendor space rental also can be accomplished by printing out an application that is available online on the only official VFW Post 1115 web site: www.groverkingvfw.com. This web site is updated on a regular basis.
Information for next year’s Flea Market is distributed at the gate as vendors check
in for the current year. Vendors with no e-mail are encouraged to pay the full amount
and get all their paperwork before they leave.
Due to the expense involved in making vendor rental registration as simple as possible, a $20 non-refundable deposit per space is required with each registration.
“We are trying to make it more convenient and safer for the vendors by parking
them on top of the hill on the Howlett Street side behind the shopping center. It is
more level and has paved streets. It is not sloped and should be not cause problems
of getting stuck. Vendors may also park behind Victory Way Baptist Church,” the Flea
Market Manager said. “We will also have a U.S. Cellular mobile telephone truck up
there.”
Next year’s Labor Day Gun Show & Flea market will be Aug. 31-Sept. 3, 2018.
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A history of VFW Post 1115
Grover King VFW Post 1115 has been an active force
in the Hillsville and Carroll County community for
more than 80 years.
It began on May 15, 1935, when 27 veterans from
World War One, one from the Spanish-American War
and one other area veteran chartered Virginia’s 37th
Post of The Veterans of Foreign Wars of The United
States.
They decided the Post should bear the name of Carroll County’s first serviceman killed during the First
World War, Grover C. King, who died on the battlefield
in France on July 15, 1918, three days short of his 28th
birthday.
At first the Post held its meetings in the courthouse.
Construction began in 1954 on the organization’s first
building, and the first meeting in the new facility was
held January 17, 1955. It was dedicated in July 1956,
and by 1961 the costs of the building were paid in full
and the VFW held a note-burning ceremony.
In 1966, VFW Post 1115 purchased land adjacent to
the Post Home, primarily to provide additional parking
spaces. A disaster struck on January 15, 1968, when an
explosion in the Post Home destroyed much of the facil-

ity. The VFW decided then to construct a new, larger
building to accommodate all of its growing needs. The
result of this planning is today one of the premier facilities in all of Hillsville and Carroll County – the VFW
Post Home on West Stuart Drive, known as “The Carroll County Activity Center.”
Forty-seven years ago, this building and the expansive grounds around it became the site of what is today
the largest gun show and flea market east of the Mississippi River. The event each Labor Day weekend has
helped to put Hillsville on the national map.
The membership of our sponsoring VFW Post is now
over 700 strong – more than 300 from Hillsville and
Galax and the rest from nearly every state in the nation
as well as several foreign countries – making VFW Post
1115 one of the largest single Veterans’ organizations in
the nation.
It is also one of the busiest, conducting many activities and pumping thousands of dollars into community
service every year.
Several times over the years, most recently during
the year 2001-2002, Post 1115 was so successful that
it achieved “All-American Post” status – a distinction

that goes to only a handful of VFW Posts in the nation.
Making this even more meaningful, this was the third
straight year that Post 1115 earned “All-American”
honors, and all three years the Post was under the leadership of the late Joe Lawson of Hillsville, the only Post
Commander in the history of the VFW Department of
Virginia to be named an “All-American Post Commander” three years in a row.
Howard Minton is the current Post Commander and
he welcomes everyone to the Gun Show & Flea Market.
No organization such as this can be so successful
without the backing of a Ladies Auxiliary. The 1115
Auxiliary was established on April 9, 1954, by 40 Charter Members who were wives, mothers, sisters and
daughters of the men who served our fine Nation at
times when it needed their service the most.
Members of Grover King VFW Post 1115 and the
Ladies Auxiliary have taken a leading role in the community all through the years, serving in various capacities both in and outside the VFW. This year the membership includes businessmen, attorneys, educators,
clergymen and even the town’s own former Mayor.

Welcome to Hillsvile & the 50th Annual Labor Day Gun Show and Flea Market

Your Specialist For Experienced Collision Work and Custom Paint

FREE ESTIMATES
• Frame Machine • Down Draft / Bake Paint Booth
Insurance Approved • Open Monday-Friday

2675 Carrollton Pike • Woodlawn, VA 24381 • (276)728-4330

00898910
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How the Gun Show & Flea Market originated
Come to Hillsville, Virginia, just about any other
weekend of the year and you will find a nice but laidback town of just a few thousand folks.
But come to Hillsville on Labor Day weekend – usually the first weekend in September – and you will find
that sleepy little town has become a bustling metropolis
of flea market and gun show sellers and buyers half a
million strong.
VFW Post 1115 has been sponsoring the Labor Day
Gun Show & Flea Market since the late 1960s and it has
become one of the biggest events of its type in the state –
perhaps in the nation. Pierce Webb, a Laurel Fork native,
had retired to Florida and he developed a hobby for collecting and trading guns. Early in 1967, he visited his
friend, Glenn Jackson, also a native of Laurel Fork.
This was shortly after the original Post Home collapsed under snow and ice.
Webb told Jackson that gun shows are popular down
south and he wanted to see one started right here in
Carroll County. Gene Pack, the Hillsville Police Chief,
liked the idea and discussed it often, as did Dennis
Quesenberry, a serious collector of fine guns. Jackson,
a member of the VFW, knew that the Post was hardpressed for funds to meet monthly obligations, much
less pay for a new Post Home, still under construction.
He thought that maybe a gun show, being new to the
area, might bring in some extra money. Chief Pack
offered his assistance for security and traffic control,
so they approached the Post membership with the idea
and it was approved. Jackson – who still is active with
the Gun Show & Flea Market each year - agreed to do
the planning and promotion for the first show although
he had never attended anything like this before.
Jackson advised the kitchen committee to prepare
for at least 2,000 visitors that he expected to attend.
They were overwhelmed when twice that many showed
up. Members had to scrounge around the county and
adjoining towns to find enough food and drink to satisfy the hungry crowd.
After the second year, the show outgrew the space

inside the VFW hall and the outdoor flea market was
added to accommodate the overflow. The rest is history.
During the last decade, the outdoor flea market space
was increased nearly 50 percent with the addition of the
upper lot at the top of the hill way behind the VFW hall.
The VFW Labor Day show, now the largest single
event in Carroll and surrounding counties, did not just
happen. A lot of people worked long hours in bringing
it to the current point. And they continue working long
hours before, during and after the event. But the men
of Post 1115 and the Ladies of the Auxiliary enjoy this
culmination of coming together with hard work. Money
realized from the show keeps the Post in operation for

Southern
StateS
Carroll County Coop. Inc.

505 East Stuart Drive
Hillsville, VA 24343
(276) 728-2912
Fax: (276) 728-3421

Variety of old-fashioned candy, sweets, and
baked goods, also bee supplies for beekeepers

We have a passion for all
things sweet and an even
bigger passion for honey bees!

Galax Branch

201 Meadow St.
Galax, VA 24333
(276) 236-2181
Fax: (276) 238-0964

Feed - Seed - Fertilizer - Farm Supplies

00800979

Hillsville Branch

the entire year, and a lot of the money that is taken in is
returned to the community in the form of donations to
many civic groups and individuals in need.
Andy Bowman, a U.S. Navy Veteran, had been the
VFW’s Memorial Day Festival manager for several years
as full-time flea market manager. He passed away March
17 of this year and Sandra Terry, a U.S. Army veteran,
has assumed his flea market duties. She bids welcome to
all our vendors and visitors during this special weekend.
Coordinating the gun show this year will be Earl Baskett, a Desert Storm veteran, who will be taking over
the duties to coordinate the gun show.

Hours: Tues. -Fri. : 9:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M.
Sat. : 9:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. Sun. - Mon. : Closed
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Opening Mid September:
We will be your officially licensed VT,
Nascar, NFL and NCAA Merchandise
headquarters!
Hats, Shirts, Jackets,
Blankets, and more!

1631 N Main St., Hillsville, VA, 24343
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North End Trading Post
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